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Dear Secretary of State,

As across-party group of Members of Parliament, we write today on behalf of our
constituents, specifically daughters and granddaughters, who believe they were exposed to the
anti-miscarriage drug Diethylstilbestrol, commonly known as DES.

Between 1939 and 1973, DES was widely prescribed to hundreds of thousands of women to
prevent miscarriage, treat pregnancy complications, and suppress lactation. Despite mounting
medical concernsraised as early as the 1950s, DES continued to be administered for another
two decades. It was eventually withdrawn when robust evidence linked it to a range of serious
health conditions, including cervical, vaginal, and breast cancers. Despite this, campaigners
have uncovered evidence suggesting that some women may have received DES as late as
1978.

The legacy of this drug has been devastating. The harmful effects are not limited to the
women who were prescribed DES, but extend across generations, affecting their daughters
and granddaughters. Many have endured lifelong health challenges, including infertility,
anatomical abnormalities, increased cancer risk, and pregnancy complications. Some men
have also been affected, with fertility issues linked to in utero exposure.

Our constituents have shared harrowing personal stories. Jan Hall, 75, from Bournemouth,
believes her mother was prescribed DES during three pregnancies. Jan’s mother, Rita, died
from breast cancer at age 32, when Jan was just atoddler. Jan herself was later diagnosed
with cervical cancer in her twenties and has suffered a lifetime of health complications. Her
daughters, Beth and Hannah, have also experienced gynaecological problems, including
abnormal smear results, pre-cancerous cervical cells, and repeated miscarriages. Despite these
alarming symptoms, both women have encountered medical professionals who were unaware
of DES or its implications.

Tragically, many individuals may never be able to confirm a definitive link between DES and
their health issues. Y et the scientific connection between DES exposure and increased risks of
gynaecological cancers, reproductive anomalies, premature births, and infertility iswell
established. Despite this, awareness of DES remains strikingly low across the UK’ s medical
community. Thereis no formal recognition of those at risk, no enhanced screening protocols,
and no systematic approach to monitoring those potentially affected.

Other countries, such as Australia, have implemented early screening and monitoring
programs for DES-exposed individuals, particularly women under 25. Here in the UK,
victims are calling not only for recognition, but for action, most urgently in the form of
greater protections and enhanced awareness among healthcare professionals.

We respectfully urge the Government to consider the following measures:
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e A formal apology to the victims of DES, particularly for the prolonged use of the drug
after credible evidence of harm had emerged.

e A commitment to advancing research into the long-term and intergenerational effects
of DES.

e Aninformation and training campaign across the NHS to ensure that healthcare
professionals are aware of DES and its risks.

e An assessment of the feasibility of tracking and notifying individuals who may have
been exposed to DES in utero, given that many remain unaware of the drug or its
consequences.

e |Implementation of targeted, advanced screening and monitoring for cancers and
fertility complications associated with DES exposure.

Thisissue is both urgent and time-sensitive. Many affected individuals are now in later life,
and countless others remain undiagnosed or unmonitored. It is vital that the Government
acknowledges this historic medical injustice and takes swift action to mitigate its continuing
impact.

We look forward to your response.
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